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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS SUGGESTS POSSIBLE US MILITARY 
INTERVENTION IN CARIBBEAN IN 1975 

1. TRINIDAD GUARDIAN JAN 17 CARRIES FRONT PAGE INTERVIEW WITH 
PRIME MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS BY CORRESPONDENT JOHN BABB IN WHICH 
WILLIAMS STATED THAT HE "PEARS THE WORST" REGARDING THE THREAT OF 
WAR IN THE CARIBBEAN. INTERVIEW WAS GRANTED JANUARY 14 IMMEDIATELY 
PRIOR TO WILLIAMS' DEPARTURE FOR EXTENDED ASIAN TRIP. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE SELECTED QUOTES PROM THE INTERVIEW: 

BABB: MR. PRIME MINISTER, AS RECENT AS YOUR ADDRESS TO THE OIL 
CONFERENCE AT CHAGUARAMAS YOU HAVE SPOKEN OP THE THREAT OF WAR AND 
ITS POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON A SMALL COUNTRY LIKE OURS. WOULD YOU CARE 
TO ELABORATE ANY MORE ON THIS? 

WILLIAMS: AS I TOLD YOU THERE, IT IS SOMETHING THAT YOU SHOULD BEAR 
IN MIND. AND AS I SPOKE YESTERDAY - AFTER I LEFT THE (OIL) 

CONFERENCE YESTERDAY TO GO AND GET A REPORT FROM ONE OF OUR 
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REPORT OF A SECRET COMMITTEE APPOINTED SOME TIME AGO IN THE UNITED 
STATES - THAT NOW THE REPORT IS ALLEGED TO BE IN THE HANDS OF A 
TOP PRESS MAN IN THE UNITED STATES; AND THE REPORT IS ALLEGED 
TO HAVE SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE MANY INTERVENTIONS - MILITARY 
INTERVENTIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN, AND EVEN IN LATIN AMERICA IN 
1975. 1 FOUND THAT AS I LEFT THE CONFERENCE. THE QUESTION ABOUT 
THE WAR IS NOT ONLY THE SUPPLY OF OIL; IT IS A QUESTION OF - 
YOU SEE, IT IS A QUESTION OF - I'M NOT GLOATING OVER IT, 

I'M JUST STATING THIS AS THE FACT OF LIFE HERE NOW - YOU HAVE 
A PROTEST NOW AGAINST THE MAJORITY THAT THE THIRD WORLD HAVE 

IN THE UN I HOPE FOR THE BEST BUT I'M AFRAID MR. BABB. 

I FEAR THE WORST. 

3. BABB HAS REPUTATION OF TAPE RECORDING HIS INTERVIEWS WITH 
WILLIAMS AND TRANSCRIBING EXACTLY FROM THE TAPE. IN FACT HE IS 
CRITICIZED BY OTHER JOURNALISTS AS FUNCTIONING SIMPLY AS A 
STENOGRAPHER IN THE INTERVIEWS AND NOT A JOURNALIST. NEVERTHELESS, 
THE PRIME MINISTER OBVIOUSLY WANTS IT THAT WAY AND ONLY BABB IS 
ABLE TO GET PRIVATE INTERVIEWS WITH HIM. ACCURACY OF ABOVE 
QUOTES IS THEREFORE PROBABLY WITHOUT QUESTION. EVEN THE TOPIC 
COULD HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED BY THE PM. 

4. COMMENT; THIS IS SECOND OCCASION RECENTLY IN WHICH WILLIAMS 
HAS PUBLICLY TRIED TO RAISE SPECTER OF USG INTERFERENCE. 

EARLIER OCCASION WAS THINLY VEILED ACCUSATION IN PARLIAMENT THAT 
THE CIA HAD SOMEHOW SUBVERTED THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION TO PRODUCE A DRAFT CONSTITUTION 
INCORPORATING THE PRINCIPLE OF PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION. 

THE HIGH PRESTIGE OF COMMISSION MEMBERS LED TO WIDE REJECTION 
AND CRITICISM OF THAT CHARGE. 
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